17-18 April
Friday 17	geneva
At Geneva Baron Alois! has indicated to the Chairman of
the Committee of Thirteen that Italy will only negotiate
directly with Ethiopia. She will not agree to stop fighting. So
the peace movement started by M. Flandin has ended, for the
Committee of Thirteen acknowledge that their efforts to bring
the Italians and Abyssinians together have failed.
general strike in madrid
A pacific general strike was declared in Madrid to-day,
apparently caused by the workers themselves, for the Sodalista
stated emphatically that there would be no strike. It was ordered
by the Syndicalist Union against the agreement which had been
reached between the Socialist and Communist leaders. Syndi-
calist messengers went from street to street appealing to com-
radeship. There were no disturbances until the evening, when
two Communist youths were killed.
five london schoolboys die in a blizzard
A party of London schoolboys, from the Strand School,
Brixton, touring the Black Forest, have been overcome by a
blizzard, and five of them have died. The party left Freiburg
intending to ascend the Schauinsland, a hill about 4,200 feet
high, which would take about three hours, and to go thence to
the Todtnauberg Youth Hostel, which they expected to reach
in the evening. They were overtaken by a heavy fall of snow
and dense fog, and lost their way. During the next few hours
several of the boys collapsed. The villagers from Hofsgrund at
once formed search-parties, but it was not until nearly mid-
night that the last of the boys was brought into the village inn.
Saturday 18	mr. baldwin at worcester
Mr. Baldwin, speaking at Worcester on British aims, said
that the rearming of Germany and the attempt to put into force
the Covenant have convinced him that an increase in certain
branches of arms and the re-equipment of all branches is an
absolute necessity. There does not yet seem to be an effective
machinery for stopping a war before it begins, if one party is
determined to go to war and not to submit to discussion. In the
Italian Press our Foreign Secretary is being attacked with a lack
of restraint for what is regarded as anti-Italian policy. But it is
not anti-Italian policy: its motive is not the defeat or humilia-
tion of Italy, but the support of the Covenant of the League,
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